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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Clainns 1, 3-6, 9-13, 15, 18, 19, 21-22, 24-27, 31-44, 46-48 and 50 are again 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sinclair (5,567,230), in 
view of Reeves (5,912,369). 

Sinclair discloses an air filter system (10) configured to clamp to an airline air 
nozzle (52) comprising a two-part housing (12, 14) and a filter (16) held between the 
first (14) and second sections (12) of the housing wherein the first and second sections 
of the two-part housing are separable from one another to facilitate removal and 
replacement of the filter media, and wherein the housing is configured to direct air from 
the air supply nozzle (52) through the filter medium (16), and a mounting guide (34). 
Sinclair further discloses the filter medium is a disposable medium comprising an 
electrostatically charged polypropylene non-woven membrane (col. 3, lines 49-52). 
Sinclair also discloses a method for filtering air comprising the steps of clamping a filter 
medium to an air supply nozzle, directing air from the air supply nozzle through the filter 
medium wherein the filter medium is contained within a separable two-part housing, and 
adjusting air flow by turning the housing having pivoting air outlet nozzle which is 
attached to the housing to facilitate aiming of air exiting the housing (see Figs. 3-5). 
Sinclair further discloses the first and second housing members could permanently 
bonded together by any conventional means including adhesives, thermal bonding, 
retaining members, etc. (col. 5, lines 18-25). Claims 1, 3-6, 9-13, 15, 18, 19, 21-22, 24- 
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27, 31-44, 46-48 and 50 differ from the disclosure of Sinclair in that the air filter system 
has an adhesive foam pad disposed on the exterior surface of the inlet port. Reeves 
discloses that the filter media can be foam gasket. Reeves further discloses an 
adhesive formed upon the foam gasket for attaching the air filter system to an air supply 
ventilation nozzle. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to apply an adhesive as taught by Reeves upon 
the foam gasket of the air filter system of Sinclair since the adhesive promotes the 
attachment of the filter media to the ventilation nozzle without the need of any tools. 

Claims 2, 16, 23 and 45 are again reiected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sinclair (5,567,230), in view of Benasutti (6,093,227). 

Claims 2, 16, 23 and 45 call for detents to hold the two parts of the filter housing 
together. Benasutti discloses a bayonet detents to hold the two parts of the housing 
together (12, 14, 16. 43, 44, 52, 58, 60 & 70 in Fig. 2, col. 1, lines 11-24, col. 3, line 8 
through col. 4. line 33, col. 4, line 56 through col. 5, line 19). It would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide a bayonet detents as taught by Benasutti in the filter housing of Sinclair since 
the detents would promote the filter housing assembly for disassembly for easily filter 
change out. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7, 8, 14. 17 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: None of the prior arts discloses an air directional nozzle attached to an outlet 
port of the filter housing and movable relative to the outlet port. 

Claims 28-30 and 49 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: None of the prior arts discloses the air filter system comprising a plurality of 
fingers extending from the filter housing and a clamp sleeve urging the plurality of 
fingers to move inwardly so as to grasp the air supply nozzle when the sleeve is moved. 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments filed on October 20, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicant basically argues that the primary reference "Sinclair discloses a 
connecting member 46 sized to snugly fit over the outlet 50 and the air filter unit 10 is 
frictionally attached to the outlet 50, and does not contemplate any other means for 
engaging the filter housing to an air nozzle other than friction fit between the inlet nozzle 
and the air nozzle". The Examiner respectfully points out that the Sinclair reference is 
introduced as a primary reference to show: An air filter system (10) configured to clamp 
to an airline air nozzle (52) comprising a two-part housing (12, 14) and a filter (16) held 
between the first (14) and second sections (12) of the housing wherein the first and 
second sections of the two-part housing are separable from one another to facilitate 
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removal and replacement of the filter media, and wherein the housing is configured to 
direct air from the air supply nozzle (52) through the filter medium (16), and a mounting 
guide (34). Sinclair further discloses the filter medium is a disposable medium 
comprising an electrostatically charged polypropylene non-woven membrane (col. 3, 
lines 49-52). Sinclair also discloses a method for filtering air comprising the steps of 
clamping a filter medium to an air supply nozzle, directing air from the air supply nozzle 
through the filter medium wherein the filter medium is contained within a separable two- 
part housing, and adjusting air flow by turning the housing having pivoting air outlet 
nozzle which is attached to the housing to facilitate aiming of air exiting the housing 
(see Figs. 3-5). Sinclair further discloses the first and second housing members could 
permanently bonded together by any conventional means including adhesives, thermal 
bonding, retaining members, etc. (col, 5. lines 18-25). The Examiner then introduces 
Reeves as the secondary reference to show that the filter media can be foam gasket. 
Reeves further discloses an adhesive formed upon the foam gasket for attaching the air 
filter system to an air supply ventilation nozzle. It would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to apply an adhesive 
as taught by Reeves upon the foam gasket of the air filter system of Sinclair since the 
adhesive promotes the attachment of the filter media to the ventilation nozzle without 
the need of any tools. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6. 9-13, 15, 16, 18, 19, 21-27, 31- 
48 and 50 have been thoroughly considered but are moot in view of the rejection as 
discussed above. 
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Claims 7, 8, 14. 17, 20. 28-30 and 49 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed unfil after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh-Chau T. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 163. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon/Tues/Thur/Fri 7:00 am - 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571) 272-1 166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Minh-Chau Pham 
Patent Examiner 
ArtUnit : 1724 
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